URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  REDDITCH. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances 

of  Redditch, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  I903, 

BY 

JAMES  STEVENSON,  M.B.,D.P.H„ 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

WITH  THE 

Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

WILLIAM  JAMESON 

(Assoc.  San.  Inst.) 


REDDITCH  : 

INDICATOR  CO.,  LTD.,  PRINTERS 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen — 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1903.  The 
health  of  the  district  during  the  year  was  remarkably  good,  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  last  months.  The  birth-rate  continues  high, 
the  death-rate  low,  and  there  has  been  a  marked  diminution  in  the 
number  of  infant  deaths. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you,  and  the  officers  of 
the  Council,  for  the  courtesy  and  support  extended  to  me  during  the 
past  year. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  STEVENSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


February,  1904 


Redditch  Urban  District  Council. 


REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1903. 


Redditch  is  situated  on  the  borderlands  of  the  Counties  of 
Worcester  and  Warwick.  It  includes  Redditch  Parish,  and  parts  of 
Ipsley  and  Feckenham  Parishes.  The  district  is  on  the  Ketiper 
marl,  subsoil  is  also  marl.  Height  above  ordnance  datum  varies 
from  550  to  350  feet. 

Inhabited  Houses  (1901  Census),  2920  ;  Ratable  Value  (accord¬ 
ing  to  Valuation  Lists),  £47,756  2s.  The  chief  industries  of  the 
District  are  needle-making,  fish  hook  and  tackle  making,  and  the 
manufacture  of  cycles. 

VITAL  STATISTICS,  1903. 

Birth-rate — 28-8  per  1,000  of  the  population  ;  Death-rate  (nett) 
— 13*1  per  1,000  of  the  population  ;  Zymotic  Death-rate — P2  per 
1,000  of  the  population  ;  Infantile  Mortality — 135  per  1,000  births. 

POPULATION. 

The  Census  of  1901  showed  the  population  to  be  13,493.  In 
June,  1903,  the  population  was  estmated  to  be  14,039 — Males,  6,421  : 
Females,  7,618.  The  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  house  is  4*6. 
The  area  of  the  Urban  District  being  1,023  statute  acres,  it  follows 
that  the  density  of  population  is  3  3  7  per  acre. 

BIRTHS. 

Four  hundred  and  five  births  were  registered  during  the  year- — 
210  males  and  195  females.  The  rate  is  accordingly  28*8  per  1,000, 
a  decrease  of  0f4  per  1,000  from  last  year,  and  0  2  per  1,000  lower 
than  the  mean  of  the  last  ten  years.  This  is  somewhat  to  be 
expected,  the  birth-rate  for  all  England  and  Wales  showing  a 
tendency  to  decrease  slightly,  rather  than  increase.  Seventeen,  or 
44  per  cent.,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate.  The  birth-rate  for  all 
England  and  Wales  in  1903  was  28*4  per  1,000. 

DEATHS. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  were  registered  as  occurring  in  the 
district,  94  males  and  87  females.  The  local  death-rate  being 
accordingly  12-8  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Six  persons  died  in 
the  Smallwood  Hospital  who  were  not  residents,  having  been  brought 
there  from  neighbouring  towns  and  villages  for  treatment,  but 
against  these  must  be  set  four  deaths  of  former  Redditch  residents  at 
Bromsgrove  Infirmary,  also  four  deaths  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
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Bromsgrove,  and  one  at  tlie  Infirmary,  Alcester.  Tlie  nett  deatli-rate 
is  therefore  13*1  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  was  highest 
in  December  (21*3),  and  lowest  in  May  and  October  (7 "6  and  7*6), 
The  most  frequent  causes  of  death  were  Bronchitis,  which  caused.  30  ; 
Heart  Disease,  20  ;  Cancer,  1.3  ;  Premature  Birth,  12  ;  Pneumonia. 
11  ;  Phthisis,  13.  The  death-rate  for  all  England  and  Wales,  1903, 
was  15  4  per  1,000. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Infantile  Mortality  is  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths 
under  one  year  of  age  to  1 ,000  births,  and  amounts  to  135,  which  is 
the  lowest  figure  for  the  past  ten  years,  with  one  exception,  1 894, 
when  it  was  only  78.  The  average  for  the  past  ten  years  is  169. 
The  infant  deaths  were  due  to  the  following*  causes  : — Premature 
Birth,  13  ;  Respiratory  Diseases,  12  ;  Congenital  Debility,  9  ; 
Diarrhoea,  6  ;  Enteritis,  3  ;  Tubercular  Diseases,  3  ;  Whooping 
Cough,  2  ;  Convulsions,  2  ;  Erysipelas,  1  ;  other  causes,  4  ;  total,  55. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Premature  Birth  and  Congenital  Debility 
are  responsible  for  the  large  number  of  22  deaths  out  of  the  total  55, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  these  two  most  prominent  causes  of 
infantile  mortality  can  be  prevented  in  a  town  like  Redditch,  where 
such  a  high  percentage  of  mothers  go  to  work,  at  sedentary  occupa¬ 
tions,  in  close  workrooms  and  factories. 

A  noticeable  thing  is  the  small  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis.  Undoubtedly  this  feature  is  to  a  large  extent  due  to 
the  great  amount  of  rain  which  fell  during  the  summer  months  ;  but 
let  us  hope  that  an  improvement  in  the  feeding  and  care  of  infants 
has  also  been  a  contributing  factor.  I  believe  the  heavy  rainfall  of 
the  year  has  taught  us  one  lesson — that  frequent  swilling  of  our 
streets  during  the  heat  of  summer,  especially  the  gutters  of  the 
narrow  streets  and  courts  occupied  by  the  poor,  would  go  far  towards 
reducing  the  diarrhoreal  death-rate. 

In  1 902  an  application  was  made  to  the  County  Council  to  obtain 
the  services  of  a  Health  Missioner  in  connection  with  Infantile 
Mortality  prevention.  Owing  chiefly  to  the  energy  and  representa¬ 
tion  of  our  local  County  Councillors  the  appointment  was  made. 

It  is  too  early  yet  to  look  for  results,  but  I  feel  sure  that  in  our 
present  Health  Missioner,  Mrs.  Coffey,  we  have  secured  one  wdio  will 
be  an  important  help  to  us  in  our  endeavour  to  diminish  the  high 
rate  of  mortality  in  infants.  She  is  already  much  sought  for  by 
young  mothers  who  wish  for  practical  advice  on  the  feeding, 
bathing,  etc-,  of  their  babies. 

INQUESTS. 

Seven  were  held  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING 

1903  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year 

1 

Population 
estimated  to 
w  middle  of  each 
Year. 

Births 

I  Total  Deaths  Registered 
in  the  District. 

Total  deaths  in 

co  Public  Institutions 

in  the  district. 

Deaths  of  Non¬ 

residents  registered 
g  in  Public 

Institutions  in 

the  District. 

Deaths  of  residents 

w  registered  in  Public 

w  Institutions  beyond 
the  District. 

Net 

Deaths  at 
all  Ages 

BELONGING 

TO  THE 

District 

U 

CD 

rO 

£ 

£ 

3 

-f*  Rate.* 

Under  1  year  of  age 

At  all 

ages. 

U 

0) 

r0 

E 

£ 

5 

j  Rate  per 

Births 

registered. 

vr  Number 

00  Rate.* 

5  Number 

(7  Rate.* 

1893 

11,800 

CO 

00 

CO 

32-8 

67 

J>S 

w 

205 

173 

1894 

12,006 

330 

27-4 

26 

78 

129 

IO'O 

1895 

12,224 

347 

28-3 

56 

161 

223 

18 '2 

1896 

12,442 

34i 

27A 

78 

228 

206 

16-5 

4 

1897 

12,660 

324 

25-5 

65 

200 

214 

i6'9 

IO 

1898 

12,894 

388 

300 

73 

188 

209 

l6'2 

9 

1899 

13,  H2 

388 

29'5 

65 

170 

184 

14-0 

8 

1900 

13,33° 

392 

29'4 

78 

198 

264 

19-8 

6 

1901 

13.550 

418 

30-8 

62 

148 

184 

I3T 

IO 

1902 

13.784 

403 

29 ' 2 

63 

156 

183 

132 

IO 

3 

3 

188 

13.2 

Averages 

for  years 

12,780 

37i 

29  0 

63 

169 

200 

I5'5 

1893-1902 

1903 

14,039 

1 

405 

28  8 

55 

135 

181 

12  8 

10 

6 

9 

184 

13  1 

*Rates  in  columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 
Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  1,023  acres. 
Total  Population  at  all  ages  ..  ..  13,493 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . .  . .  2,920 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  . .  4'6 

(At  Census  of  1901). 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the 
District— Smallwood  Hospital. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the 
District — Isolation  Hospital,  Bromsgrove  ;  Poor-law  Infirmary,  Bromsgrove  ; 
Poor-law  Infirmary,  Alcester. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ? — No. 
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TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1903. 


Two  cases  of  Enteric  treated  at  Smallwood  Hospital, 
Redditch. 


TABLE  IV 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1903. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole 

Deaths  in  or  belong- 

Deaths 

District  at 

Subjoined 

Ages. 

to  Localities  (at  all  Ages) 

in  the 

Causes  of  Deaths. 

Small- 

All 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

Cen- 

N’th- 

Ease 

Holl- 

St. 

wood 

Ages. 

1 

under 

5 

under 

15 

under 

25 

under 

65 

up- 

wards 

tral 

West 

more 

oway 

Luke 

Hos¬ 

pital. 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

I 

2 

I 

2 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup 

Croup 

6 

3 

3 

3 

I 

2 

)  Typhus 

Fever  L  Enteric 

2 

2 

I 

1 

I 

j  Other  Contin’d 

I 

Epidemic  Influenza 
Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

6 

5 

1 

4 

I 

I 

Enteritis 

6 

4 

I 

I 

4 

I 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

I 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases  . . 

2 

1 

I 

1 

1 

I 

Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular 

13 

6 

7 

1 

2 

4 

2 

4 

Diseases 

Cancer,  Malignant 

10 

3 

2 

I 

3 

I 

O 

4 

1 

3 

2 

I 

Disease 

13 

9 

4 

3 

3 

4 

1 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

30 

8 

6 

16 

9 

5 

6 

7 

3 

Pneumonia 

11 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

5 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  Organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 
Venereal  Diseases 

I 

Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents 

12 

12 

3 

2 

3 

4 

of  Parturition 

Heart  Diseases 

20 

3 

3 

10 

4 

3 

5 

5 

5 

2 

I 

Accidents 

1 

1 

1 

I 

Suicides 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  Debility 

6 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Senile  Decay  . . 

8 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Convulsions  . . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

26 

4 

1 

I 

6 

H 

10 

5 

3 

5 

3 

I 

All  Causes 

184 

55 

T4 

5 

14 

47 

49 

49 

39 

36 

40 

20 

IO 

IO 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


SMALL-POX. 

No  cases  were  notified.  Provision  for  the  isolation  of  the 
patients,  should  cases  occur,  has  been  made  by  the  Joint  Board 
causing  a  Plospital  to  be  erected  at  Woodgate,  Lower  Bentley. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  say  only  one  case  occurred  in  this  district 
during  1903.  This  was  first  treaded  for  a  few  days  at  the  Smallwood 
Hospital,  when  Tracheotomy  was  performed,  and  was  afterwards 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Bromsgrove. 

ENTERIC  AND  CONTINUED  FEVERS. 

The  total  cases  notified  only  amounted  to  8,  as  against  19  in 
1902.  All  the  8  were  notifications  of  Enteric  fever.  Efforts  were  in 
each  case  made  to  trace  the  source  of  infection.  One  case  was 
imported  from  Hull ;  one  was  probably  due  to  the  dirty  insanitary 
house  and  premises  at  which  the  patient  lived ;  two  were 
infected  by  a  previous  (unnotified)  case  in  the  same  house,  the 
disease  being  of  such  an  extremely  mild  character  that  the  parents 
did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  call  in  a  medical  man. 

Seven  of  the  8  cases  were  treated  in  hospital,  5  at  the  Bromsgrove 
Isolation,  and  2  at  the  Smallwood.  This  is  as  it  should  be  Enteric 
fever,  more  than  any  other  disease,  requiring  skilled  nursing  with 
constant  care  and  vigilance.  Not  only  does  such  constant  skilled 
attention  improve  the  chances  of  the  patient’s  recovery,  but  it  also 
markedly  minimises  the  danger  of  the  disease  spreading  by  infection. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Twenty-nine  notifications,  one  patient  died,  a  child  under  one 
year  of  age. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Four  notifications,  one  death. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  district  was  visited  during  the  year  by  an  epidemic,  which, 
fortunately,  was  of  a  mild  type.  In  all  140  cases  were  notified.  114 
or  80  per  cent,  being  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Broms¬ 
grove,  leaving  26  to  be  treated  at  their  homes. 

The  outbreak,  which  began  in  May,  1902,  in  the  Birchfield 
Road,  gradually  spreading  over  St.  Luke’s  Ward  and  down  Mount 
Pleasant  towards  the  more  populous  parts  of  the  town.  From  May 
to  December  (inclusive)  1902,  75  notifications  were  received,  and  the 
following  table  shows  the  monthly  prevalence  during  1903. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

27 

20 

15 

14 

7 

10 

11 

9 

5 

5 

10 

7 

The  parts  of  the  district  which  suffered  most  were  Beoley  Road, 
Prospect  Road,  Arrow  Road,  St.  George’s  Road,  Lodge  Road, 
Marsden  Road,  Ipsley  Street,  W afford  Street,  Britten  Street,  and 
Edward  Street. 

It  was  not  at  any  time  considered  advisable  to  close  any  of  the 
schools.  When  each  case  was  notified  it  was  always  promptly 
visited  either  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself,  and  means  taken 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  infection.  There  was  no  suspicion  that 
any  dairy  or  milk  shop  was  implicated,  or  that  milk  acted  as  a 
channel  for  the  distribution  of  the  disease. 

Only  those  cases  were  treated  at  home  where  quite  satisfactory 
isolation  could  be  provided.  They  numbered  26.  The  remaining 
cases,  1 14,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  it  being  impossible 
to  isolate  them  at  home.  These  cases  occurred  mostly  in  the  homes 
of  the  working  classes,  houses  which  as  a  rule  contain  four  (two  bed 
and  two  sitting)  rooms — the  average  being  4*4  rooms— and  having 
a  good  number  of  inmates — the  average  number  of  persons  living  in 
and  exposed  to  infection  in  each  house  being  5-5. 

One  hundred-and-twelve  houses  in  the  district  were  infected, 
and  in  19  of  these  there  was  more  than  one  case. 

Thus  2  houses  had  4  cases  each. 

5  »  3  ” 

12  ,,  2  ,, 

With  prompt  removal  of  the  patients  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  disinfecting  the  room  (01  house  where  necessary)  we  endeavoured 
to  stop  the  spread  of  the  disease  and  lessen  the  number  of  cases. 
This  course  of  action,  I  firmly  believe,  prevented  a  regular  flare-up 
of  Scarlatina  in  the  district.  The  cost  certainly  has  been  high, 
but  in  return  we  can  count  on  a  saving  of  young  life  (for  the  more 
cases  there  are  the  more  deaths  naturally  result).  No  interference 
with  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  town  (no  schools  having  to 
be  closed),  and  no  interference  with  the  wage  earning  of  the  mothers, 
for  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  Redditch  almost  all  of  the 
mothers  in  the  working  class  go  daily  to  factories.  I  think  the 
following  figures  will  bear  me  out  in  making  the  above  statement. 

One  hundred-and-twelve  different  houses  were  infected.  When 
the  patient  was  removed  and  the  premises  disinfected  the  disease 
only  recurred  in  thirteen  instances. 

In  6  of  these  it  cropped  up  again  within  3  days,  the  primary  case 
before  removal  of  the  patient  and  disinfection  of  the  room  being  the  cause. 
In  one  case  it  reappeared  on  the  6th  day,  in  one  on  the  7th,  in  one 
one  the  14th,  and  in  four  after  a  lapse  of  six  weeks.  This,  too,  where 
the  average  number  of  rooms  in  each  house  was  4-4,  and  the  average 
number  of  persons  exposed  to  infection  in  the  house  was  5-5. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  Scarlatina  during  the  year. 


12 


NON -NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


MEASLES. 

The  town  has  been  remarkably  free  from  this  affection  during 
the  past  two  years,  and  there  was  not  a  single  death  registered  as 
due  to  it. 

WHOOPING-COUGH. 

The  epidemic,  prevalent  in  1902,  gradually  subsided  during 
1903.  It  was  the  cause  of  six  deaths,  as  against  ten  last  year. 

EPIDEMIC  DIARRHOEA 

Was  present  in  a  mild  form  during  the  summer  months. 
I  have  already  spoken  of  it  in  connection  with  Infant  Mortality 
Deaths. 

EPIDEMIC  INFLUENZA. 

Did  not  appear. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Twenty-three  deaths  were  due  to  this  cause  during  the  year, 
thirteen  of  whom  died  from  Phthisis.  The  phthisis  death-rate  is 
consequently  0*9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  is  the  lowest 
figure  for  a  year,  I  believe,  ever  recorded  in  Redditch.  Now  that  it 
seems  we  are  beginning  to  get  light  on  this  disease,  and  grasp  the 
conditions  under  which  better  hopes  of  cure  can  be  held  out  to 
sufferers,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  improvement  will  be  maintained. 
Locally  our  attention  was  called  to  this  subject  by  the  holding  of  a 
successful  meeting  during  the  year,  to  which  Dr.  Dixey  (Chairman 
of  the  Worcestershire  Sanatorium  Committee',  and  Dr.  Fosbroke 
(County  Medical  Officer)  kindly  came  and  delivered  addresses  on 
Consumption  and  its  Sanatorium  treatment,  the  object  being  to 
interest  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  and  to  raise  funds,  so  that  a 
bed  might  be  kept  going  at  Knightwick  Sanatorium  for  the  benefit 
of  Redditch  patients.  This  object,  I  am  glad  to  say,  has  been 
accomplished.  Unfortnnately,  however,  through  lack  of  funds, 
many  cases  cannot  be  sent  to  the  Sanatorium,  but  now  that  the 
attention  of  the  public  has  been  called  in  a  marked  manner  to  the 
infectivity  of  the  disease,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  consumptive  patients 
(and  their  friends)  will  adopt  measures  in  their  homes  to  prevent  as 
far  as  possible  the  diffusion  of  the  infection.  I  am  obliged  to  Dr. 
Fosbroke,  County  Medical  Officer,  for  the  following  information 
As  regards  Redditch  Consumptive  Statistics  in  comparison  with  the 
rest  of  the  County  of  Worcester  the  average  death-rate  per  1,000  of 
the  population  for  the  past  ten  years  was  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

00 

1894 

1893 

REDDITCH  U.D.  Rate  . 

1*2 

1  ’3 

17 

0-9 

i'5 

C6 

I*4 

17 

i-6 

1  8 

WORCESTER  County  Rate 

o-8 

0-9 

0.7 

07 

07 

°’9 

o-8 

I‘2 

o-8 

1*1 

:3 


So  that  it  is  to  be  seen  that  the  average  Redditch  rate  for  the  ten 
years  (1*4)  is  nearly  double  that  for  the  rest  of  the  County  (o*8). 

The  ravages  of  Consumption  will  perhaps  be  better  appreciated 
by  comparing  the  number  of  deaths  from  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria, 
and  Typhoid  fever  collectively  with  those  of  Phthisis. 

Thus  the  average  number  of  annual  deaths  in  the  district  during 
the  years  1892-1901  from  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  and  Typhoid 
collectively  was  five ,  while  the  average  number  from  Consumption 
alone  during  the  same  period  was  nineteen.  So  that  practically 
each  year  Phthisis  causes  four  times  as  many  deaths  as  the  three 
infectious  diseases  mentioned. 


SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

A  glance  over  the  Inspector’s  lists  will  show  that  much  good 
sound  work  has  been  done.  The  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever 
necessarily  occupied  a  great  deal  of  the  time  in  seeing  to  removal 
of  patients,  disinfection,  etc.,  but  the  inquiries  made  at  each  infected 
house  often  brought  to  our  knowledge  some  serious  sanitary  defect, 
with  the  result  that  steps  were  at  once  taken  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Correspondence,  too,  has  been  heavy,  and  it  is  pleasant  to 
record  that  suggestions  by  letter  have  almost  always  been  well- 
received,  and  there  has  not  been  a  single  prosecution  necessary 
during  the  year. 

The  general  sanitary  conditions  of  the  town  is  undoubtedly 
improving.  Many  new  houses  continue  to  be  built,  and  old  ones 
improved,  but  there  are  still,  unfortunately,  a  good  many  of  the 
“  back-to-back  ”  type.  A  plan  has  been  instituted  by  which  the 
Surveyor’s  men  once  a  week  cleanse  the  different  “  courts  ”  in  the 
town.  There  were  very  few  cases  of  overcrowding  reported. 

DRAINAGE 

Of  the  various  premises  has  been  well  looked  after,  and  where 
repairs  or  relaying  were  necessary  care  was  taken,  by  supervising,  to 
see  that  the  work  was  done  satisfactorily.  All  the  new  houses  were 
provided  with  water-closets  properly  flushed,  and  in  old  premises  35 
choked  drains  were  cleansed,  47  drains  relaid,  25  new  disconnecting 
syphons,  and  105  new  sanitary  gullies  fixed.  The  drainage  at  Pool 
Place, ‘carried  out  in  October,  has  given  satisfaction,  and  prevented 
the  flooding  of  the  cellars  in  the  vicinity. 

SEWERAGE. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  Pleadless  Cross  or 
the  Ipsley  Sewerage  Farms.  Instructions  have  been  given  your 
Surveyor  to  obtain  sections,  etc.,  for  carrying  a  larger  main  across 
the  Ipsley  Sewerage  Farm. 
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HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  methods  and  regularity  of 
collecting  this.  From  what  I  see  the  advantages  of  storing  this 
refuse  in  galvanised  iron  pans  is  becoming  more  recognised  by 
owners  and  householders. 

EXCREMENT  REMOVAL. 

Both  the  “  dry  method  ”  and  the  “  water  method  ”  plans  are  in 
use  in  the  town. 


MIDDENS. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  still  29  left,  nine  having 
disappeared  during  1903.  Water  closets  were  substituted  in  all 
cases  of  removal  with  two  exceptions,  in  one  of  which  proper 
drainage  was  impossible,  and  in  the  other  “  pails  ”  were  permitted 
despite  the  fact  that  drains  and  a  sewer  were  there  close  at  hand. 

PAIL  CLOSETS. 

Pail  closets  are  still  numerous,  too  numerous  indeed,  for  as 
ashes,  cinders,  or  dry  earth  are  only  in  a  very  few  cases  used  with 
them,  they  are  really  nothing  but  middens  of  a  limited  capacity. 
The  cost  of  removal,  too,  is  high,  and  in  the  more  crowded  streets 
and  courts  I  think  they  can  only  be  present  at  the  risk  of  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants. 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

All  the  new  buildings  erected  during  the  year  have  been 
provided  with  these.  There  are,  however,  many  water  closets  which 
have  not  been  fitted  with  proper  flushing  water  supply.  Surely  this 
is  very  dangerous  to  health. 

MILK  SHOPS  AND  DAIRIES. 

Last  year  I  drew  your  attention  in  my  report  to  the  unsuitability 
of  many  of  the  premises  and  shops  in  which  milk  for  sale  was  stored. 
For  the  information  of  the  various  dairymen  and  milk  sellers  the 
regulations  made  by  the  District  Council  have  since  been  printed  and 
circulated.  This  has  caused  some  improvement,  but  despite  frequent 
visits  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
much  carelessness  and  neglect  is  often  displayed  in  the  way  the  cows 
are  kept  clean,  byres  ventilated,  milk  stored,  and  vessels  cleansed. 
The  one  chief  desideratum  in  respect  of  improvement  in  the  supply 
is  cleanliness  of  management.  That  is  clean  dairying,  clean  cows, 
clean  milkers,  clean  methods,  clean  utensils,  and  clean  storage. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 


Reference  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  will  show  that 
much  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  work  which  this  Act  entails. 
Redditch  has  many  small  workshops,  and  as  many  as  possible  have 
been  visited,  measured,  and  reported  upon.  The  sanitary 
accommodation  of  the  factories  has  also  received  attention,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  by  which  all  the  factories  in  your 
district  will  have  been  visited  and  their  sanitary  accommodation 
reported  upon  before  the  end  of  the  first  month  in  the  New  Year 
(1904). 

JOINT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAT  AT  BROMSGROVE. 

Total  of  Redditch  Cases  during  Year  1903. 

Scarlatina,  114.  Average  duration  of  stay  in  Hospital,  44  days. 
Enteric  Fever,  5.  ,,  ,.  ,,  ,,  46  ,, 

Diphtheria,  1.  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  10  ,, 

The  average  cost  per  patient  during  such  residence  was  about 
^2  10s. 

Three  cases  of  Scarlatina  wrere  fatal,  and  one  of  Enteric  Fever. 

RAINFALL  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

This  was  so  excessive  that  I  do  not  think  it  is  out  of  place  to 
record  it  for  comparison  with  the  mean  of  the  previous  ten  years. 


M  ONTH. 

Amount  of  Rain 
in  inches. 

Month. 

Amount  of  Rain 
in  inches. 

January 

2-05 

July 

3-38 

February 

1 '48 

August 

4'73 

March 

4-67 

September 

2"72 

April 

2' 12 

October 

8-o8 

May 

4'83 

November 

1 ’98 

June 

2'53 

December 

1  23 

Total,  40-25  inch. 


Average  yearly  rainfall  for  the  past  ten  years,  25-580  inch,  of 
which  the  greatest  was  1882,  when  33-995  inch  fell.  For  these 
figures  I  have  to  thank  E.  M.  Coleman,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  H.  M.  Page. 

SALE  OF  FOODS  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Inspector  of  Police  that  during  1903  17 
samples  of  various  kinds  of  food  and  drink  were  taken  in  different 
shops  in  the  town  and  submitted  to  analysis.  In  only  one  case  was 
there  any  adulteration — a  sample  of  milk.  This  was  followed  by 
prosecution  and  a  conviction. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  REDDITCH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  in  presenting  my  Fourth  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1903,  showing  a  summary  of 
the  work  undertaken  to  improve  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the 
district  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  has  steadily 
improved,  good  progress  has  been  made  in  removing  defects,  but 
there  is  still,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  a  great  deal  of  work  to  be  done. 
But  each  year  brings  about  improvements,  which  cannot  fail  to 
have  a  good  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  district. 

The  district  has  been  inspected  systematically,  my  aim  having 
been  to  visit  all  premises  twice,  whilst  some  localities  well-known 
to  you  have  been  visited  every  two  months,  which  has  yielded  good 
results. 

Unfortunately  Scarlatina  has  been  prevalent,  a  great  amount 
of  time  being  occupied  in  making  enquiries  as  to  the  causes  of 
infection,  arranging  for  removals,  and  disinfection.  This  compelled 
me  to  discontinue  the  House  to  House  Survey,  but  I  hope  that 
during  the  coming  year  infectious  cases  will  be  few  in  number,  so 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  continue  this  important  work,  as  there  are 
no  doubt  many  sanitary  defects  existing  which  can  only  be  detected 
by  carrying  out  very  careful  and  detailed  inspections. 

The  one  great  object  I  have  had  in  view  has  been  to  avoid 
friction  as  much  as  possible,  and  wherever  any  nuisances  were 
found  to  exist,  persuasion  was  resorted  to  if  it  was  thought  that  it 
would  have  the  desired  effect.  In  some  cases  a  courteous  letter 
proved  sufficient,  whilst  in  others  nothing  short  of  a  legal  notice 
could  procure  any  reform. 

NOTICES. 

Two  hundred  and  one  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement 
of  various  nuisances  and  for  obtaining  sanitary  improvements  to 
dwellings,  etc. 

Of  the  total  number  forty-six  were  “  Final  Notices,”  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  “  Formal.”  There  were  seven  notices  not 
complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  appended  table  shows  the  nature  of  the  notices  issued. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 

The  fact  that  in  not  a  single  case  was  it  found  necessary  to 
institute  summary  proceedings  against  any  person  for  infringements 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  is  testimony  in  itself  as  to  the  willingness 
of  owners  and  agents  of  properties  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition 
of  premises  over  which  they  have  control. 

CLERICAL. 

This  work,  as  in  the  past  year,  has  again  been  heavy,  no  less 
than  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  letters  having  been  written 
upon  subjects  affecting  sanitation.  Of  this  number  one  hundred 
and  fifty- eight  were  letters  of  recommendation.  This  course  of 
procedure  is  preferable  in  the  majority  of  cases  to  serving  legal 
notices  setting  forth  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  as 
generally  speaking  people,  and  more  particularly  owners  of  premises, 
will  more  readily  carry  out  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  letters, 
and  thereby  a  good  feeling  is  maintained,  whilst  at  the  same  time 
the  required  improvements  are  carried  out. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  following  figures  denote  the  nature  of  the  improvements 
effected  during  the  year  : — 

35  Choked  drains  were  cleansed. 

28  Water  closets  cleansed  and  repaired. 

47  Drains  repaired  or  re-laid. 

25  Disconnecting  syphons  fixed. 

25  Fresh-air  inlets  provided. 

10  Inspection  chambers  constructed. 

1  Cesspool  built. 

105  Gullies  or  other  approved  traps  fixed. 

3  Old  agricultural  pipe  drains  abolished. 

21  Glazed  sinks  provided. 

31  New  sink  pipes  fixed. 

14  Old  brick  sinks  abolished. 

63  House  refuse  receptacles  or  ashpits  provided  or  repaired. 

17  Ventilation  shafts  fixed. 

29  Defective  bell  and  dip  traps  abolished. 

5  Yard  pavements  relaid. 

61  Rain  or  eave  spouts  renewed  or  repaired. 

41  Accumulations  of  manure  removed. 

33  Nuisances  from  pigs  and  fowls  dealt  with. 

7  Water  wasting  cases  reported. 

11  Overcrowding  cases  abated. 

4  Smoke  nuisances  modified  upon  request. 

5  Gullies  removed  from  cellars. 

9  House  roofs  repaired. 

20  Houses  cleansed  and  whitewashed. 
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PRIVY  MIDDENS. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  thirty-eight  privy 
middens  in  existence  within  the  Council’s  area.  During  the  year 
nine  of  the  worst  middens  have  been  abolished,  making  the  actual 
number  now  in  existence  twenty-nine,  or  exactly  the  same  number 
as  have  been  abolished  during  the  last  three  years. 

Seven  of  the  middens  were  converted  into  water  closets,  and 
two  into  pail  closets.  In  one  case  where  it  was  impracticable  to 
provide  suitable  drainage,  and  the  accommodation  was  for  three 
men,  the  midden  being  situated  about  fifty  feet  from  any  workshop, 
a  pail  closet  was  constructed. 

The  particulars  relating  to  the  situation  of  the  other  midden 
were  submitted  to  and  considered  by  the  Committee,  when  it  was 
advised  that  a  water  carriage  system  be  substituted.  After  con¬ 
sideration  it  was  decided  that  pail  closets  would  provide  sufficient 
accommodation  in  the  case  referred  to. 

WATER  AND  PAIL  CLOSETS. 

Seven  pail  closets  have  been  converted  into  water  closets,  and 
two  additional  pail  closets  provided. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Three  samples  of  well  water  have  been  submitted  to  the 
County  Analyst  for  analysis,  two  of  which  were  certified  as  being 
unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  the  other  sample  being  pronounced  as 
“  suspicious.” 

It  was  not,  however,  necessary  to  serve  any  notice  requiring 
the  provision  of  the  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  water  to  be 
laid  on  to  any  premises,  as  each  owner  provided  the  Company’s 
water  after  receiving  a  letter  advising  them  to  do  so. 

Eleven  houses  have  been  thus  supplied. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  the  same  number  in  occupation  as  last  year,  viz., 
eight,  one  of  which  is  licensed  for  the  slaughtering  of  sheep  and 
pigs  only. 

These  premises  have  received  frequent  visits.  Six  have  been 
fairly  well  conducted,  the  other  two  have  given  cause  for  serious 
complaints,  and  it  was  only  after  bringing  arbitary  powers  into 
operation  and  threatening  to  cancel  the  licenses  that  cleanliness  and 
better  management  was  obtained. 

Owing  to  the  buildings  being  mostly  constructed  of  wood,  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  obtain  that  high  standard  of  cleanliness  which 
is  desirable  upon  such  premises. 
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In  the  interests  of  public  health,  I  certainly  think  that  the 
provision  of  a  public  abattoir  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  is  a  subject  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  local  Butchers’ 
Association  as  well  as  that  of  the  Council.  The  advantages  to  the 
public  would  be  many,  whilst  to  the  butchers  better  facilities  would 
be  afforded  for  the  fasting  and  slaughtering  of  all  animals,  as  well 
as  the  offal  and  garbage  being  more  easily  disposed  of,  and  creating 
less  nuisances. 

UNSOUND  MEAT,  Etc. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  although  meat,  fruit,  etc., 
have  been  regularly  inspected,  only  one  seizure  has  been  made 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  that  being  a  case  of  some 
bananas  which  were  exposed  for  sale,  and  which  were  unsound  and 
unfit  for  sale. 

The  fruit  was  seized,  and  destroyed  after  the  usual  magistrate's 
order  was  obtained.  The  case  was  considered, when  it  was  decided 
not  to  prosecute,  but  to  give  the  vendor  a  caution  for  selling 
unsound  fruit. 

FISH  MARKET. 

On  Saturdays  the  Fish  Market  is  usually  visited  twice.  The 
fish  exposed  for  sale  has  on  the  whole  been  of  good  quality.  The 
fish  that  was  being  taken  round  the  town  on  Sunday  mornings  was 
examined  upon  three  occasions  and  found  to  be  saleable. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Two  complaints  were  received  with  respect  to  the  trade  of 
tripe-boiling.  The  premises  were  visited,  when  it  was  found  that 
they  had  not  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition. 

Upon  request  the  occupiers  had  the  premises  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  limewashed. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDERS. 

A  special  report  relative  to  these  orders  was  prepared  and 
submitted  to  the  Committee  for  consideration.  Public  notice  was 
given  that  all  persons  who  were  either  cowkeepers,  dairymen,  or 
purveyors  of  milk  within  the  Council’s  area  were  required  to  be 
registered  in  the  register  provided  for  the  purpose. 

Fifty-three  persons  have  been  registered,  fourteen  being  cow- 
keepers  or  dairymen,  and  thirty-nine  purveyors  of  milk.  To  each 
one  has  been  sent  a  printed  copy  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops'  Orders,  together  with  a  circular-letter 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  visits  have  been  made  to  premises 
affected,  and  nine  written  requests  have  been  sent  requiring 
alterations  to  premises.  The  visits  revealed  many  things  that 
were  objectionable,  such  as  the  storing  of  milk  in  close  proximity  to 
paraffin  casks,  or  in  places  such  as  a  cellar  head,  where  light  and 
fresh-air  seldom  reached. 
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Steady  improvement  has  been  effected,  more  especially  with 
regard  to  the  storage  of  milk,  but  much  remains  to  be  done. 

Two  premises  that  were  unsuitable  upon  sanitary  grounds  have 
been  closed. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  twenty-five  bakehouses  in  occupation,  or  two  less 
than  last  year,  which  find  employment  for  forty-seven  persons  (all 
males). 

Every  attention  has  been  given  to  bakehouses.  The  occupiers 
have  had  their  premises  limewashed  twice  during  the  year.  In 
five  instances  it  was  necessary  to  complain  about  the  manner  the 
bakehouses  were  kept.  Four  complaints  referred  to  limewashing, 
which  was  done  upon  request,  whilst  one  was  of  a  more  serious 
nature,  the  bakehouse  being  used  for  the  purpose  of  drying  clothes. 
This  practice  was  at  once  stopped. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

By  the  consolidation  of  the  several  complicated  Acts  into  one 
Act  of  1901,  a  great  benefit  has,  I  venture  to  say,  been  conferred 
upon  all  concerned. 

The  work  to  be  carried  out  under  the  Act  is  of  a  most  important 
nature,  and  has  put  many  more  duties  upon  local  authorities. 

The  distinction  between  the  duties  of  Factory  Inspectors  and 
District  Councils’  Inspectors  is  mainly  as  follows  ; — The  Factory 
Inspector  has  complete  control  over  the  conditions  in  factories  and 
supervises  the  hours  of  labour  in  workshops,  whilst  the  sanitary 
condition  of  factories,  workshops,  workplaces,  and  bakehouses  is  to 
be  administered  by  the  local  sanitary  authorities. 

The  section  relating  to  the  cleanliness  of  workshops  and  work¬ 
places  would  be  more  easily  carried  into  effect  if  definite  times  for 
cleansing  and  limewashing  were  given. 

Another  duty  is  also  imposed  upon  local  authorities  with 
regard  to  underground  bakehouses,  but  fortunately  this  district  is 
free  from  the  effects  of  this  section,  as  the  only  such  bakehouse  that 
was  in  use  has  been  dosed  before  this  Act  came  into  operation. 

The  administration  of  this  Act  has  occupied  a  great  amount  of 
my  time,  no  fewer  than  four  hundred  and  forty  visits  have  been 
made  to  factories  and  workshops.  Two  hundred  and  seventy  work¬ 
shops  and  workplaces  have  been  visited,  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
of  which  have  been  measured  up  and  the  cubic  capacities  ascertained, 
also  particulars  taken  with  regard  to  the  lighting,  ventilation,  and 
the  sanitary  conveniences  provided. 

Eleven  factories  have  been  visited  respecting  their  sanitary 
condition. 
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Eighteen  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  Factory 
Inspector,  calling  attention  to  contraventions  of  the  Act.  The 
premises  to  which  the  notices  referred  were  visited,  and  all  the  works 
mentioned  have  either  been  carried  out  or  are  in  contemplation  of 
being  executed. 

No  legal  notices  have  been  served  upon  owners  or  occupiers, 
all  the  work  having  been  carried  out  upon  request,  or  by  giving 
advice  in  a  letter. 

Twenty-seven  letters  were  written  upon  matters  appertaining 
to  the  Act. 

The  contraventions  found  to  exist  and  remedied  were  as 
follows 

Workshops  requiring  limewashing  and  cleansing  ...  ...  35 

,,  with  insufficient  or  defective  closet  accommodation  9 
,,  badly  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  overcrowded  ;..  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Total  ...  58 

It  must  be  admitted  that  there  are  many  contra¬ 
ventions  of  the  Act  still  existing,  but  I  am  doing  my  utmost  to  carry 
out  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  report  still 
greater  improvement. 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1892. 

Several  enquiries  have  been  made,  but  I  have  been  unable  to 
find  any  cases  in  which  there  were  any  infringements  in  the  hours 
of  employment,  consequently  this  Act  has  not  been  referred  to  in 
any  of  my  monthly  reports. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Two  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  have  been  in  use  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.  In  December  an  application  was  made 
for  a  building  to  be  registered  as  a  Common  Lodging  House  (the 
building  having  been  used  for  a  similar  purpose  some  four  years 
ago),  the  premises  having  recently  undergone  thorough  repairs. 

The  houses  are  very  old,  and  not  well  adapted  for  the  purpose, 
but  although  frequent  visits  have  been  paid  to  each  house,  the 
regulations  regarding  the  number  of  lodgers  have  been  observed, 
in  faci  the  houses  have  been  very  creditably  conducted. 

SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

Four  nuisances  from  smoke  being  emitted  from  chimneys  not 
of  private  dwellings  were  dealt  with,  ten  observations  were  taken, 
when  it  was  found  that  black  smoke  was  emitted  for  periods 
varying  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes.  A  letter  was  written  in  each 
case,  which  caused  the  nuisances  to  be  modified,  with  more  care 
being  exercised  in  the  stoking. 
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DISINFECTION. 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  rooms  have  been  disinfected  after 
infectious  diseases.  Eleven  houses  were  disinfected  throughout, 
seven  being  done  after  cases  of  phthisis. 

The  Infants’  School,  Peakman  Street,  was  also  thoroughly 
fumigated. 

FILTHY  STREETS. 

I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  report  improvement  upon  this 
subject,  but  am  unable  to  do  so.  Consequently  bills  will  be  posted 
in  the  streets  where  the  practice  is  most  prevalent,  and  efforts  made 
to  bring  some  of  the  offenders  before  the  magistrates. 

In  conclusion  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you 
for  your  support  and  consideration  during  the  past  year. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  JAMESON 

(Assoc.  San.  Inst.) 


February,  1904. 
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LIST  OF  NOTICES  ISSUED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


NATURE  OF  NOTICE. 

No. 

Issued. 

No.  Out 
standing 

Defective  and  Choked  Drains 

H 

,,  „  ,,  Water  Closets 

21 

I 

,,  ,,  Foul  Privies  ... 

34 

I 

,,  Yard  Pavements  ... 

5 

,,  Eave  and  Fall  Spouts 

4s 

2 

,,  Bell  and  Dip  Traps 

3 

,,  Ashpits  ...  ... 

5 

,,  House  Roofs,  Walls,  and  Floors 

1 1 

Accumulations  of  Manure,  etc. 

16 

Animals  and  Fowls  improperly  kept  ... 

3 

Houses  in  filthy  condition 

6 

Delapidated  Wash  Houses  and  Closets 

4 

Drains  not  intercepted  or  ventilated  ... 

2 

I 

Defective  old  Privy  Midden 

1 

Rain  Water  Tanks  in  foul  condition  ... 

1 

Urinals  in  foul  condition 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  without  proper  water  supply 

3 

Yards,  Courts  in  filthy  condition 

7 

Want  of  proper  Ashpits  or  Ashbins  ... 

9 

2 

Houses  over-crowded 

2 

Want  of  sufficient  Closet  Accommodation 

1 

Slopstones  connected  lo  drains 

2 

Inhabiting  Insanitary  Hovel 

1 

Depositing  liquid  filth  in  street 

1 

Totals  201 
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